English 9
Character Sketch
Criteria A/C/D
You will be writing a character sketch for one of your novel’s main characters: Bill Gillespie, Virgil Tibbs, or Sam Wood.
No More Than 250 Words! (I mean it…I might stop reading after the 250 word mark)
The Musts:
· You must mention the author’s name and title (titles of novels are in italics when typing or underlined when writing by hand
· You must write in the active present tense

· You must include at least two direct quotations from the novel

· You must use transitions* to connect your ideas and examples
(Basic) Tips for Writing a Character Sketch
Briefly give some background information about the character and his role in the story.

State/Outline the two or three character traits that you will be examining 
Write about each character trait and then prove it with textual evidence (quotation from the novel)

Use transitions to move from example to example.

Finish your paragraph with a concluding/summary sentence 
(Next Level/All World/Superstar) Tips For Any Discussion of Literature
Use this format extensively: Point – Example – Explanation
Point: Your personal view/reading/position

Example: A direct example that highlights and ‘proves’ your position

Explanation: An explanation that connect your example to your point (and in a longer work to your thesis statement)

*Transitions: Likewise, In addition, Moreover, However, Interestingly, More importantly, In contrast, In comparison, Conversely, First, Second, Therefore, As a result, Consequently, Later, As mentioned earlier, Similarly, In summary (This is a tiny list. Look up some more if you need them)
Example: “The Sniper”

In Liam O’Flaherty’s short story “The Sniper,” the protagonist is an Irish Republican sniper who is trapped on a rooftop during the 1923 Irish Civil War.  Although he has no dialogue, from his actions the Republican sniper appears as a daring and cunning character.  His daringness, for example, is evident early in the story when, even though the glowing flame of his match will reveal his presence on the roof, he lights a cigarette.  Moreover, his daringness becomes integral to the plot when, towards the end of the story, he dodges enemy bullets “in order to satisfy his curiosity over the identity of the enemy sniper” (p.5).  While his daringness is an intriguing characteristic, the sniper’s cunningness is what makes him a memorable protagonist, especially when the final irony of the story reveals itself. For instance, while his arm is badly wounded and he is unable to use his rifle, he still “fool[s] his enemy into believing he ha[s] been mortally wounded” (p.3).  His slyness thus offers him a clear shot at his enemy. Through his actions, the reader sees that the protagonist is an extremely cagey sniper who is not afraid of taking chances, yet it is the preponderance of these traits that gives the story its tragic ending. 
